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ABSTRACT
This teaching guide deals with the ecological

composition of a marsh and the ecological effects certain changes
might have on a marsh. This study focuses on the fresh water marsh
found in the "lorida Everglades which can furnish the student with
several examples of past, present, and possible future ecological
changes which impact this ecosystem. The study is developed around
eight basic inquiry questions about change in the ecosystem of a
marsh, which are accompanied by a series of learning activities. No
one activity will answer all of the questions; however, completion of
all investigations should provide the student with sufficient data on
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 f
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 f
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e 

w
or

ld
. A

 m
ea

su
re

-
m

en
t k

no
w

n 
as

 th
e 

"n
et

 p
ri

m
ar

y 
pr

od
uc

tiv
ity

 p
er

 u
ni

t a
re

a"
 is

 u
se

d 
to

 d
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 c
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 r
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ra
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 C
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 d
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 d
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 p
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e 

w
at

er
, w

he
re

th
ey

 f
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 r
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 p
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R
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